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is the white moth-ball substance, and is the basis for various dyes.
Anthracene yields turkey-red.
Amongst other coal-tar products are roofing felt, ink, artificial silk,
soaps, substitute amber, motor spirit (two and a half gallons from the tar
in a ton of coal) and vulcanite.
ROMANCE IN OIL
JUST as coal is the result of the decay, produced by bacteria, of
vegetable matter, so petroleum is probably the result of the decay of
animal matter, although some scientists are of the opinion that it is
composed of both animal and vegetable matter.
USED   TO   EMBALM   THE   DEAD
Petroleum was known to the ancients. Thus we read in
Deuteronomy and Job of oil running out of rock. It was used for
embalming and medicinal purposes. Herodotus, Pliny, Josephus and
other writers refer to it. Marco Polo, the famous Venetian traveller of
die 13th century, tells of how people came from vast distances to fetch
oil from Baku. Pitch, which is crude petroleum that has lost its
volatile qualities owing to exposure, was used in the building of Noah's
Ark, which was "pitched within and without with pitch." The little
ark of bulrushes in which the infant Moses was cradled on the Nile
was rendered waterproof by the same means, and the " slime " used in
the building of the Tower of Babel was pitch.
The oil wells along the River Irrawaddy, in Burma, are among the
oldest in the world, although the Chinese were obtaining oil from
artesian wells long before the birth of Christ. The Temple of Jupiter
in Rome was lighted by oil from the petroleum springs of Sicily.
OIL  WEALTH   OF   THE   WORLD
Every year 280,000,000 metric tons of oil are extracted from the earth.
The richest oil wells, giving over half of the world's production, arc
owned by the United States. Other oil districts are Soviet Russia,
Mexico, Venezuela, Persia, the Dutch East Indies, and Rumania.
From petroleum we obtain fuel principally, and also light oils,
lubricating oils, greases and paraffin.
The modern discovery of* petroleum took place towards the end of
the i8th century, in the west of the United States, when salt springs
were being exploited. The brine was pumped from the earth and
allowed to evaporate, so as to collect the salt crystals that it contained.
On occasions, however, an oily substance mixed in the brine rendered
the spring useless. This was petroleum or rock oil.
In 1831 a rancher named Mandal was out shooting with some friends
near a salt spring, and brought down several stags. Mandal spent the
nigj*t alone in the forest. While he was asleep, his gun went off
accidentally, the bullet ploughing the ground. On the following